
Annamaria and Marco Gerra Auditorium

The body narrates…transformations
9.00 pm. 22 February 2006

A choreography created from
encounter between children and
Aterballetto. The project goes
back to the creative processes
of children at the Choreia
preschool in Reggio Emilia.
The children were protagonists
in constructing an adult piece for theatre, a performance
re-elaborating and re-interpreting narratives conceived by
children who used their own bodies and started from their
own movements. These are taken onto the stage through
a sensitive re-interpretation by three choreographers
from the Aterballetto Dance Company. One of the defining
elements of the narrative is the idea of transformation;
transformation of transformations experienced, “listened to”
and re-elaborated by children and then taken up by dancers.
In transformation - spiders, lions, dragons, ladybirds.

Tocar y Luchar
Documentary film
24 February 2006, 9.00pm

The film Tocar y Luchar will be
shown for the first time in
Europe. The fascinating
documentary recounts the
marvellous work of the State
Foundation for a National System of Youth and Infant
Orchestras in Venezuela promoted by the Maestro Josè
Antonio Abreu who has dedicated 25 years to introducing
more than 110,000 young people considered at risk to the
world of music and playing. Musicians such as Claudio Abbado,
Placido Domingo and Giuseppe Sinopoli have offered their
know-how for this extraordinary educational project. At the
end of the viewing director Alberto Arvelo will meet the
public. The evening is a preview of the Reggio Film Festival
which will be held in the Auditorium from 17 – 21 May 2006.

ReggioNarrates
25 February 2006, 10.30 am

A dramatic staging of narratives for children
and adults that the whole city is invited
to attend. An unexpected narrative itinerary
created by parents and teachers for all
who love the enchantment of  dreams
and the atmosphere of tales and fables.
The event is a preview of ReggioNarrates.
In The City of Stories (22-23 April 2006) the whole city will
transform its most atmospheric and hospitable places into spaces
for narrative dedicated to listening to stories and tales.
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         Comune di Reggio Emilia
                Assessorato Scuola, Università, Giovani

                        Istituzione Preschools and Infant-toddler Centers

                            Reggio Children

                 Friends of Reggio Children
       International Association

                           Loris Malaguzzi
                           International Centre
                           19-25 February 2006

                                        An international place open
to the future, to different cultures,

                                        to ideas, hopes and imagination.
                                        A place of the possible, a place
                                        which is useful an needed by the
                                        city and the Centre’s changing
                                        neighbourhood.

A place not born today;
the first suggestions came with
Loris Malaguzzi, “We are working
in difficult times, so changeable,
so fluctuating …beyond any ability
for prediction, for the future is
difficult to govern…”

                                        In 1998 the Reggio Comune
(Municipality) acquired

                                        the ex-Locatelli premises
as a catalyst, a symbol of
transformation in the northern
area of the city.

A place where children and their potentials are at the
centre, it wishes to offer opportunities for creativity to
children, young people, families, and new possibilities to
the international educational community and all those
who hold dear the themes of education and innovation.

23 February
10.00 am – 2.00 pm
Celebrating the anniversary
of the birth of Loris Malaguzzi
a morning dedicated
to the encounter between
those people conducting
innovative experiences
in Italy and Europe in the field of
education - Catania, Genoa, Pistoia,
Udine, Girona (Spain), Stockholm
(Sweden) and Ravensburg (Germany).
In collaboration with the National
Infant-toddler Centre Group,
the journal Children in Europe
and the Emilia Romagna Region.

4.15 pm

Official opening of the Loris Malaguzzi International Centre
with Graziano Delrio, Mayor of Reggio Emilia
and Mariangela Bastico, Regional department officer
for Education.

Presentation of the exhibitions “One City Many Children”,
“Dialogue with Places”, “Play+ Soft” and the “Ray of
Light” Atelier.

6.00 pm

“In Gratitude …”

The Friends of Reggio Children International Association
will present the Loris Malaguzzi Prize to Maestro
Josè Antonio Abreu, promotor of the National Foundation
for Youth and Infant Orchestras in Venezuela.

6.00 – 10.00 pm

Official opening and visits to the Exhibitions
and “Ray of Light” Atelier.

International Winter Institute
19-25 February 2006
Annamaria and Marco Gerra Auditorium

The Winter Institute is an occasion for meeting between
people from different cultures and educational experiences,
the rights of children and a city’s commitment.
Meetings will take place in four study groups for the first
time grouped by professional profile (students and lecturers,
administrators, educators, atelieristi …)
Participants include
four hundred people
from all over the world;
Angola, Belize, Brazil,
Canada, China,
United Arab Emirates,
Philippines, Finland,
Germany, India, Iran,
Kenya, Malaysia,
Pakistan, Poland,
Russia, Turkey and
Venezuela, who will
work simultaneously
to explore the educational experience in Reggio Emilia.
This is an important initiative for professional growth in an
international public and will offer participants the opportunity
for dialogue with staff in Reggio infant-toddler centres and
preschools during visits, presentations, and exchange on
respective experiences.
Together with Jerome Bruner it is our hope, our wish that
the International Centre become a priveleged place of
encounter for all those, in Italy and throughout the world,
who are involved in innovative, educational experiences.

22 February 6.00 – 9.00 p.m. Opening

Official opening and visits to the Exhibitions for International
Winter Institute participants.
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Dialogue with Places
22 February – July 2006
Marco Serra Room

The suggestion for this project came from another project
in the city entitled “An Invitation to…” in which five
important artists created contemporary works of art
in five different places around the city.
Children and teachers in Reggio infant-toddler centres
and preschools explored the International Centre while
work was still partially underway choosing areas of the
Centre interesting to them and designing a work/a gift
conceived in empathy and dialogue with the chosen places.
They respected the place’s identity while intervening on it
and causing it to modify.
The children’s journey
sets in motion many
processes; creative,
sympathetic, cognitive
and draws these into
a design/project
approach which tends
to oppose widespread
attitudes of
dis-engagement
and indifference
in the same way that
it tends to refuse passive
and uncritical acceptance
of poor quality
environments.
It is our hope that
an approach which
is sensitive to
surroundings can be a
positive element for
participation,
for solidarity
and awareness
towards others
and the
environment.

centro
internazionale
loris malaguzzi
via bligny, 1
reggio emilia
italy
www.reggiochildren.it
zerosei.comune.re.it

One City, Many Children
Memories of a present history
dedicated to the many people who have made it possible.

22 February – July 2006
The gallery

A long and adventurous journey connects childhood
and the city of Reggio Emilia, a journey in which thousands
have participated. An extraordinary adventure of men
and women, above all women, who day after day, with
intelligence and passion have made the story possible.
An experience which has renewed itself over time and
which continues to do so today – not without difficulties
and future aspirations – to produce an uninterrupted
dialogue between children and the city.
A history of hard work and joy, conflict and sharing
because as Howard Gardner says, “there cannot be
an absence of conflict in a changing reality”.

Using different levels of reading the exhibition seeks
to narrate the history of municipal infant-toddler centres
and preschools, started up and developed in Reggio Emilia
in 1963 but rooted in previous experiences
described in the exhibition using contemporary material.

Play+ Soft
November 2005 – 17 April 2006
The Atelier

The exhibition recounts the results of a research project and
laboratory work involving designers, teachers, pedagogiste
(educational co-ordinators) and preschools in Reggio Emilia
working together for over two years.
Play+Soft is a range of furnishings introducing new sensory
qualities into environments and landscapes for childhood.
It is a contribution towards making the environments inhabited
by children experiencing the adventure of growing more
complex and stimulating, a tool for investigating new ways
of inhabiting spaces for children and adults.
The exhibition of this new range of soft furnishings
for childhood was created with pedagogical consulting
from Reggio Children and developed by 28 international
designers. Art direction is by Michele Zini and realisation
by the innovative business entrepeneur Maurizio Fontanili.

Ray of Light Atelier
2005 – 2007

The Ray of Light atelier was presented at The Genoa
Science Festival in November 2005. It is an environment
offering children, young people and teachers the opportunity
to experience some of the qualities of light and become
familiar with the “grammar” of these through individual
and group interaction.
The idea was born from the encounter between work
on the identity of the Malaguzzi Centre and the desire
to make the atelier an innovative area for research
on the hundred languages of children.
The Ray of Light Atelier proposes an inter-disciplinary
approach to the subject without a single progression leading
to one solution. Rather, it encourages the elaboration of
theory and knowledge on light in both individuals and groups.
Conception and realisation of the atelier came about with
contributions from a working group made up of people
with diverse competencies; atelieristi (educational artists),
pedagogisti (educational co-ordinators), a physicist,
an architect and a group of volunteers made up of many
enthusiastic parents.
Successive phases of research and development are planned
for the exhibition and will be put together over a period
of two years.
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